                                          Yakima River Signage Program:  Sign 1 – Side 1 at launch accesses.
                                      FLOATING THE YAKIMA RIVER
The following rules and guidelines have been designed to make all of our trips down the river safe, peaceful, and more enjoyable:  
                    Boat Ramp Etiquette (Be Courteous):
The area in front of boat ramps is for put-in and take-out access only.  Please maintain a  clear pathway to the ramp at all times. 

a. Do not block the boat launch until your vessel is fully ready to be loaded or unloaded.  
b. Once your vessel is in the water, promptly move it off to one side of the ramp or the other and move your vehicle out of the way.
c. Boats can be strapped down and gear stowed after the vehicle and vessel has been moved out of the way of the launch. 

                   River Etiquette  (Be Safe and Respectful):
Always stay alert while floating and pay attention to other vessels both ahead of, and behind your craft.  Know and follow boating laws and safety regulations.
                 a.  Pass other boats on the wide side of the river giving as much room as

                      possible when passing.    

                 b. Give anchored boats and waders the right of way.  

                 c. The middle of the river is deemed the safe passageway for all

    recreational floaters.  Do not anchor or stand in the middle of the river      unless fishing.
Additional Guidelines and Rules:
1. Dispose of litter properly.

2. Do not bring glass containers on the river.

3. Respect private property along the river by not trespassing.

4. Camp only in designated areas.

5. Do not build fires except in designated areas.

6. It is illegal to operate a vessel while intoxicated.

                  6.   All other applicable state and federal laws will be enforced.
Thank you for your cooperation and have a great recreational experience!

The Yakima River signage program is a cooperative effort of the WDFW, BLM, and the Yakima River Fly Fishers.
      (All three logos spaced across the bottom.)
Sign 2 – this will be side 2 at boat launches and the only sign at wading access locations.
Yakima River Fishing Regulations (CATCH & RELEASE, SINGLE BARBLESS HOOKS, NO BAIT):
The Yakima River upstream from Roza Dam is designated as a Catch and Release Fishery only for Rainbow and Cutthroat Trout (Closed for salmon, steelhead, and bull trout;  brook trout may be harvested above Easton Dam).  Only flies and artificial lures with a single barbless point may be used.  Natural or scented baits of any kind and treble hooks are illegal.  Check the WDFW regulations for rules regarding other species.  The following tips will ensure proper Catch and Release practices:
1. Keep fish in the water and upright as much as possible.

2. Wet your hands before handling fish.  Failure to do this removes the protective layer from the fishes skin, making them susceptible to parasites. 

3. Handle fish as little as possible.  Use tools to remove the hook from the fish.

4. Use a fish-safe net to land fish.  Playing a fish to exhaustion, especially when the water temperature is warm can be harmful.
5. If a photo is desired, keep fish in the water until the camera is ready, then lift the fish, shoot the photo, and put the fish back in the water quickly.
6. Hold fish in the water facing upstream until it has regained its’ equilibrium before letting the fish go.

Additional Rules and Guidelines:
1. Dispose of litter properly.

2. Do not bring glass containers on the river.

3. Respect private property along the river by not trespassing.

4. Park only in designated parking areas.

5. Camp only in designated camping areas.

6. Do not build fires except in designated areas.

7. No fireworks are allowed.

All applicable state and federal laws are enforced.  If you witness a violation, please call 509-575-2320.  When reporting an incident, please give as much information as possible including:  location, vehicle description and license number, boat description, and be ready to describe the perpetrators as best as possible.

This sign is a cooperative effort between the WDFW, BLM, and Yakima River Fly Fishers.                          (all 3 logos spaced across the bottom)
